
This week’s community profile: Advance 


Quietness keeps residents here 


By Gary Dodge 


There’s nothing left In Advance except nice people.” 

— Eugene Perschbacher, 51, Route 1, Cecil 


Press-Gazette 

ADVANCE — When Hilbert Bohm 
peers out the window of his home he 
sometimes sees 40 to 50 deer dash across 
farm fields. 

Pheasants, other wild animals and roll¬ 
ing hills dotted with trees attract fam¬ 
ilies to this Shawano County community, 
says Bohm. 68, Route 1, Cecil. 

"Most of us like the quietness," says 
Bohm, who has lived here nearly all of 
his life. 

His family is among the few that live at 
Shawano County Highways C and E in 
the town of Green Valley. 

Memorial Park Cemetery is on the 

south side of 
Advance on 
Highway C. 
The Green 
Valley Town Hall with an adjacent park 
is on the west side on Highway E. 

The community got its name from a 
threshing machine that used "Advance” 
as part of its brand name, says Roland 
Wudtke, 77. Route 1, Cecil. 

Wudtke doesn't know exactly when 
Advance was founded, but says his uncle 
Max Wudtke attended a log schoolhouse 
here in 1887. The school was built in 1875 
on Highway C. The community built an¬ 
other school in 1903. 

Former resident Emil Carl Wutke, 128 
N. Maple Ave.. built fires at the school in 
the 1919-20 and 1920-21 school years. 

The community also had two baseball 
teams one for boys and another for 
young men. Wutke said in a letter to the 
Green Bay Press-Gazette. 

Advance once had a thriving business 
community made up of a grocery store, 
barbershop, two taverns, a hardware 
store that handled farm machinery, a 
cheese factory’, garage, public school. 
Methodist church, hotel, dance hall, saw¬ 
mill. blacksmith, taxidermy, and harness 
and shoe repair shops. 

"It was a pretty bustling town.” says 
Frieda Kroening. Route 1, Cecil. Bohm’s 
mother-in-law. Advance held dances, 
weddings, shows and plays but that end¬ 
ed about 30 years ago, she says. 

"There’s nothing left in Advance ex¬ 
cept nice people." says Eugene Persch¬ 
bacher, 51, Route 1, Cecil. 

Families use the Town Hall for parties 
and reunions. Some residents attend the 
Menominee Indian Tribe’s bingo and ca¬ 
sino halls in Keshena for entertainment, 
Perschbacher says. 

They shop in Green Bay, Shawano. 
Krakow. Pulaski or Gillett. Many resi¬ 
dents work in Green Bay. Isaar or Clin- 
tonville. 

Perschbacher says he prefers a rural 
lifestyle. 

"There’s no better place in the world, 
he says. "I’ve been in the Navy and all 
over the world and I couldn't find any 
other place." 


Press-Gazette photos 
by Ken Behrend 


Flower pot: Frieda Kroening members a time when the 
tends to flowers outside her Shawano County community was 
home in Advance. Kroening re- home to several businesses. 


The Advance file 

C Population: 26, estimated by 
resident Eugene Perschbacher. 

C Education: Children attend 
the Bonduel School District. 

Z Religion: Residents attend 
churches in surrounding com¬ 
munities. 

Z Main roads: Shawano County 
C and E. 


Shawano 

County 


Advance^ 


■ Next week: Chase in Oconto County 











Motor wort: Eugene Perschbacher. left in left photo 
of Advance checks a motor while his father-in-law. 
Roland Wudtke watches Above Hilbert Bohm cuts 
grass around a windmill, one of the many lawn 
ornaments he s built m his workshop 












